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Dear NJEA Member/Friend of Education: 
April 2010
The Phillipsburg Education Association is asking you to get out and vote in favor of your local school budget on Tuesday, April 20.  The chart below shows how local school budgets have fared over the past three years.

	*
	2007
	2008
	2009
	3 Year

Pass. %

	
	Y
	N
	∆
	Y
	N
	∆
	Y
	N
	∆
	

	Alpha
	40
	16
	24
	63
	54
	9
	46
	49
	-3
	 EQ \f(2,3)  = 67%

	Harmony
	108
	95
	13
	82
	58
	24
	93
	40
	53
	 EQ \f(3,3)  = 100%

	Lopatcong
	380
	206
	174
	285
	507
	-222
	164
	150
	14
	 EQ \f(2,3)  = 67%

	Phillipsburg
	275
	314
	-39
	246
	320
	-74
	221
	181
	40
	 EQ \f(1,3)  = 33%

	Pohatcong
	143
	89
	54
	109
	93
	16
	105
	84
	21
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 = 100%

	Total # Voters
	1,666
	
	1,817
	
	1,133
	
	

	Passing % - P’burg districts
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= 80%
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= 60%
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	Passing % - Warren County
	96%
	
	
	83%
	
	
	78%
	

	Passing % - New Jersey
	78%
	
	
	73%
	
	
	74%
	


One of the victims of our weak economy is education.  Recent articles have heralded the financial crisis New Jersey finds itself in and the draconian measures Governor Christie is taking to rectify this crisis. (N.J. public worker benefits, pension would be revamped under proposed legislation – The Star-Ledger – Feb. 08;

New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie withholding $475 million in school aid to fill budget gap – The Star-Ledger – Feb. 12; and Christie warns of more cuts – The Express-Times – Feb. 18)  The Feb. 18 article that appeared on the front page of The Express-Times states that “Gov. Chris Christie ( has asked (school) districts to prepare for a 15 percent reduction in state aid for the budget year that begins in July.”
As educators, we are more familiar than most with how failed budgets impact our students, staff, school programs, and communities.  So we encourage you, your family members, friends, and neighbors to get out and vote for your local school budget on Tuesday, April 20.

If you are not certain where to vote, polling locations, addresses and times can be found on the back of this letter.  Results of the votes will be available on Wednesday, April 21 at http://www.pburgea.org.
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Respectfully,

Charles Nowalk, chairperson

PEA ad hoc School Budgets Committee

nowalk.charles@pburgsd.net
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_1327998725.unknown

