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ership had denied to the very end
that the merger was imminent.
The third issue was passed
with very little discussion. Our
leadership felt there would be
quite a bit of opposition because of
making NEA financially
accountable for the NEAFT
partnership. The NBI stated that
“the NEA Board of Directors were
to develop and implement a
procedure so that a proposed
budget detailing NEA'’ s projected
expenditures for activities of the
NEA-AFT partnership shall be
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* | ncreased numbers equal in-
creased strength

* M utual goals become easier to
achieve

* Great diversity

* Greater opportunity

* Association workload is shared

* Educati on opportunities for all
members

* Better representation

* | ncreased financial resources

* Eliminates districts ability to di-
vide and conquer

* Increased awareness and apprecia-
tion of the jobs we all do for edu-
cation

* ncreased awareness and apprecia-
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cation

the Board of Directors at its fall
meseting and at each Representative
Assembly meeting areport of actual
monies expended, the source of
those monies in the NEA program
budget, and the partnership
activities that were funded shall be
distributed to the delegates.” It
appeared the NEA |eadership would
be opposed to the NBI, but the
opposition never materialized.

The most controversial issue

dealt with sexual orientation. This
was in the form of aresolution (New
B) that tried to find away to
address the needs of and the
problems confronting gay, lesbian,
bisexual and transgender students
and educational employees. With a
tremendous amount of publicity,
and even some protesters outside
the convention center, it was
eventually withdrawn by the

Resol utions Committee, who called
for atask force to look at the issues
relating to sexual orientation in a
“thorough and meaningful way.”
Bob Chase was very strong in his
statement that this was not, in any
way, backing off the issue because
of fear or pressure from an outside
group. He said it was a matter of
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They say what doesn't kill us,
Only strengthens what remains.
And no one sees a rainbow

Without going through the rain
And whether that's still true today
Timewill only tell.

'Cause now we face our darkest time,

The day the towers fell.

expanding the scope of inquiry.
Chase also stated it was the
“responsibility to our members and
to our students to ensure that they
teach and learn in a safe, supportive
environment, and we fully intend to
live up to that responsibility.”

Another important event that
occurred was the honoring of NJ
State School Board President Maude
Dahme at the annual Human Rights
Awards Dinner. Dahme is asurvivor
of the Holocaust and has done much
to educate the generationsin this
area. For this she was recognized
along with others in the human
rights areas.

Y ou were well represented by
your delegates. They took the time
from their summers to journey to Los
Angeles for the RA.

There were many other issues
facing the RA, but these are some of
the most significant. All others can
be read in the latest NEA Today or
discussed with any of the attending
del egates.
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